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New Horizons Owners Spending
Winter Snug as Bugs in Rugs

Here's a photo from last winter, my
fitst as an BVer, a flldmer; and a .Ncw
Horizons owner, Bess & lkr:h-a 11y
truck and trailer, named for rwin great-
aunts) and T spent our first winter
tozether on cousin Jerry's farmiland in
northeastern Okdahoma, during a
record cold spell: three weeks of zero-
degree temperarures. We loved it

Inside my well-insulated rig, 1 was
warm and cozy, Ourside, the icecices
festoomng Bertha were preroer than
any Christmas lights could ever be,

The winter afforded me many
learnings oppormunities, some more
challenging than others. Denial allowied
me 0 ignore the frozen stare of my
grey and black tanks unmnl chey were
completely full, and hard as glaciers.
Finding the solution o this problem
gave me my first technical viciory, and

What's Happenin'
at Horizons, Inc.

Tspoke to Harold Johnson recently
and asked him if anything exiting was
going on. Here's what he had to share;

*The crew at the plant were fnishing
up on Unit #553 or so, and working
on various special projects.

* Due to customer requests, they've
now begun building wiple-slide units,
S0 far they've completed 2 or 3 units
with tnph: slides,

* The repair facility ar the plant is
going smang. Though they don't
achvertise, thr_'v will work on any beand
of RY, nat just New Horivons, {I'hn

that on to all your campipround s snot
Jorumare enough to own New Horizons!)

*Horizons, Inc. now offers Mor-Ryde
4nspension 28 a standard fearure, and
Air Ride suspension as an gption.
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confirmied that my hasty leap into the
fu[l-nmc RVing life was the right one
for me. I{Thc solution mvolved duc
tape, fioil-backed styrofoam insulation,
a rented kerosene heat blower, physical
dﬁttrmv, vigilance, and patience. |

This winter, in sunny Alabama, T
still happy and still learning in my new
life as an BVer, a fulltimer, and
especially a New Horizons owner.

Website Warning

"Oine issue thar needs 1o be ratsed is
the New Horizon owner's web sie
which T have been maintaining for the
past year (as a section of my personal
Earthlink web site): hop:/

Liome earthlink net/—wsadd Hortzons/

“Tt is niot ¢lear to me that the site
serves much value o NH owners. I ger
no input or response from them, 1 do
get occasional inquiries from NH
wannabees diat are fun 1o deal with.
T'm considering dropping the site
unless there s some demonstrated
value o it —Hill Sield

Pot of Gold

é We purchased a used 1997 New
Horizens 36 fifth-wheel a while back.
Tt sar in our back yard for several
months undl we were ready tovsell the
house. When life would ger stressful,
wie wonld go ineo the NH, sir on the
conch and dream abour retirement.
The hoose sold and we moved into the
fifth wheel in 400 and lived in it
during our kst year of work. Ir was a
grear way to shake down any problems
(fieww) and try o pare down our
possessions. We finally realized our
dream of retirement ar the end of
March 2001 and have been on the
road ever since.

—Fran and Jofint Ruzmius

Pat and I will be segueing from @
full-rimers to part-timers pext month
s W move into our new “retirement™
home in Fredericksbuarg, TX, We will
b keeping our NIH33' 5W and pian
to travel extensively; just not full-rime,
This towm has 2 ot to offer o RVers--
a number of good ampgrounds (we
lovwre the KOA, Don and Helen are
staving downtown ), lots of area
tonirist attractions and shopping,
scenic drives, et

—Bill and Pairicia Sadd

@ Since I am 2 new owner, 1 have
not met other owners yet 5o [ don'r
have a good idea of cheir interests. I
am very interested in the nanural
world, wildhfe, the various MNarive
American culmures and inwresting
places to explore. Tam a bitﬂn:ﬂ-ixt and
have researched coyores and

Trumpeter swans.

—-Matreen Gros

The Real Voyage of Discovery
cOnsists not in seeing new
landscapes, burt in having

new eyes. {Marcel Proust)

—Bob & Jeanne Hawk



Sage Advice!

rf'.-*prmn# from 8. fosepl Voice, Latke Ovdun)

* Never rrust a dog to warch your food.
{Parrick, age 10)

*When your dad is mad and asks you,

“Do [ ook stupid?™ don't answer [in.

(Paul, age 13)

+ Dot pull Dad’s finger when he tells

you to, (Emly, age 10}

= Stay away from pruncs. (Norona, 13)

= When your mom is mad at your dad,
don't let her brush your haie, {Taylia,
age 11)
* Don't snecze 1o fronr of Mom when
you're eating crackers. (Mitchell, 12)
* Puppies srill have bad brearh even |
after eating a tie tac. (Andrew, age 9)
«You can't hide a picce of broceoli ina |
glass of milk. (Armir, age 9)

—Bberse <7 Gerald Marcinkowsks

From Me To You

Here are some of my personally
developed techaiques for RVing in rmy
fabulous 32° New Horizong Sth-whee!;

J . When towing, the most
dangerous time s right after you exit
the highway looking for a clean
restroom, cup of coffes, or accessibie
gas slation. Ask your navigator to
gently remind you of this scientific
fact, whenever you're coming in for a
landing,

.Q . When driving down a bumpy

road or through a confusing senes of
parking lots and intersections, | find it
helpful to repeal the following mantra;

“Dan't Pop The Bubbles.

Peon't Pop The Bubbles.”
Saying this over and over helps me to
remain calm and drive gently while
negotiating unfamiliar areas. (You
may be more comforiable choosing
your own mantra.) When | remember
to repeat my Towing Mantra, fewer
things fall out of my cabinets and
break.

3 . Should your Towing Mantra fail,

Look on the biright) side: dents and
dings are far more likely to happen on
the curbside of the rig. If you are lucky
{lilke me), you can keep the sireei-side
intact, thus impressing the people on

that side of the road as you drive past

g ﬂmﬁ"%ﬁﬁmﬁ%j <
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From You To Me

Please write if you can help me solve
the following vexing problems:

]_ What Is your procedure for
airing up your tires? This |s the one
thing | consistently have troubie doing.
So many air compressors are just not |
strong enough — | usually end up
letting more air out of my tires than
goes in, causing unforfunate temper
tantrums. (| have spent too much time
rolling around cussing In gas station
parking lots.) DOES ANYONE ELSE
HAVE THIS PROBLEM?

2 . What Is your procedure for
washing your rig? This rig hygiene
question is a two-parter

'ﬂ) As a full-timer, | have no driveway
of my own in which to shampoo my
ng. Most campgrounds have rules
against washing rigs on site. So
WHERE dao you do 7 |

B.} HOW do you personzlly do it? e
what products and equipment do you
like, what time of day do you star,
how long does it teke you, how often
do you feel it should be done, etc.

3 . Have you any other Helpful
Hints (or questions) to share
with your fellow New Horizons
owners? Send'em inl

Planning s underway for the 4%
New Harizons Rally, 1o be held ar
Turde Creek State Park (site of the last
two rallies). Regismration information
will be mailed in the spring,

Tentative dates are October 3—6.
These dates were selected to avoid
Kansas State home foorball games, and
o allow travel ome for those attending
the Fall Escapees Escapade.

The Rally Committes includes Sue
and Roger Bell {chairpeople), Ralph
Schinnerer, Kevin and Pat Murphy and
Jewe llmmpmn and Mary K. (FNetll
{serving again as Rally CFO.)

We are planning similar activities to
last year, with a pothuck dinner, owner
sharing experiences, informarional
discussions and rig rours.

The rally committee is seeking topics
for rally seéssions. We would espedally
like to hear owners’ ideas for group
discussions, where we can share
information and things we have
learned while rraveling.

If you are willing to help ar the
Rally, please contact Roger Bell
{roghell@earthlink ner).

Connnue o look in the oz
Herald and check the Hodzon Owners
website (see address on page 1) for
updates on the rally plans, Thanks.

—Rager Bell

&, Favorite Potluck Recipe

Fresh Broccoli-Onion Salad

Salad Ingredients:

*1 large head of Broceoli, chopped
*1/2 cup finely chopped Red Onion
*1 cup roasted Sunflower Sceds

*1 cup Raisins

*1/2 cup canned Real Bacon Birs
Drvessing Ingredients:

* 1/2 cup Mayonnaise

=] Thsp, Bed Wine Vinegar

*3 Thep. granulated Whire Sugar

It1 a large bowl, combine and toes all
salad ingredients. Mix dressing
ingredients unril well-blended, pour
over salad, toss; serve immediarely.
Recipe makes four side-salad servings.

—Marty & Tons Sanders
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Horizons, Inc. Flushes Out Macerator Problem

The Nov/Dec 2001 issue of Horizm
Herald contained a comment from
Don and Leanne Bell concerning their
macerator pump. They described mvo
problems which inspired them to have
it removed: (1) the motor overheating
and caking too long to pump out the
tanks, and (2) the orignal insmllanen
muaking it the primary dump method
for both tanks.

Prompted for a response, Honzons,
Inc. founder Harold Johnson
demonstrated once again the integrity
and customer support that eamed the
company it fine

Following are some statements sent
in by New Horizons owners:

“Onar unir did not come with a
macerator but we had one added this
year at the plant. It was so handy this
summer when we did volunreer work
at a stace park in Alaska. The closest
sewage dump was abour 150" from us.
We purchased that much cheap hose
from Wal-Mart and with the maceraror
we were able wo empry our anks
without moving che rig. Ir would have
been a major hassle 1o move the g
every few days when we had o dump.

reputation. Also, several
New Horizans cramers
sent in comments about
their awn experiences
with therr macerators.
First, Harold's statement:

“Horixons; Inc
actually did inseall a few
earkier maceTabor SYstens
as the Bells described,
That is; with the

nracerator being the

Horizons, Inc. now installs macerator pumps like this.

prime dump means and
with the gray water not
being able to be dumped contnuously.
I thought most of the systems that
way had been changed here ar the
factory,

“Anyone who passes within range of
our plant and has the earlier system
may drop in and have Horizons
change to the current way of
plumbing the macerator systems.

% Also, we can’t understand why
the Bell’s pump would overhear or take
so long to pump out the tank. Mavbe
the I of the how was too small (it
should have a minimum of 347 ID) or
4 kink not noticed.™

*,..We have had many reports from
customers wha have and use the
[current] system relling how much
they like "

—fTareld Jokmion

“We didn’r have any problems with
the pump overheating nor did it take
15 punutes to pump out both tanks,
which are the same size as the Bell's.
Perhaps there might be a problen: with
their pump. The main objection we
have faced by other campers in regards
to the pump is the noise that it makes,
but it i far less noisy than a generator
or the noise created by a diesel engine
starnng up,”

—FEran and fobn Razwus

“We have grey and black ranks
about the same size as Don’s, maybe
larger. We use our macerator all the
time and it never heaws up. The grey
rank cmptics in less than 5 nunures;
the black in less than 3. Sounds-as if
[their] pump was either defective or
improperly connecred and was
working way too hard.™

—Alan and Mary Stromg

“When the halding tanks ger full far
campgrounds with no hoolaps, | ivis
either necessary to hook up the I‘lb and
find a dump or drain the ranks intw a
*blue boy™ tote tank and haul it to the
dump, With the macerator pamp it is
easy to simply Jeave the transfer tank in
the bed of the trisck, fill it with the
macerator ard then haul it to the
dump where it can be drained by
simply lifting it upright in the truck
bed with hoge in the dump drain, [
have also nsed the macerator to drain
both ranks rontinely at the trailer
dump without any problems and it
scems to me like 2 good option to
huve,

—Neil Hoirink

“The maceracor pump has benefits.
The pump and owo lengths of the 17
discharge hose (40 feet) have made
connections o some difficuls CG
sewer stand pipes possible. Twas able
to stay all summer in my aging
mother's driveway by running the 1
discharge hose up an ncline and into
the basement for connecton o the
home's sewer systern. Tt has enabled
extended stays in remote locations by
rigging 4 55-gallon drum in the back
of the truck o haul the black warer 1o
an appropriate disposal station.

—Frank Ticker

MNOTE: Frank Tucker has cne of the
earlier insrallarions, and he agreed with
Don Bell that this was not the best
locadion, °T have insralled a 17 pipe
with a shuroff ball valve o bypass the
maceraror pump,” he wrote. “This
enables dumping the gray warer
withour running rhe pump.” Frank
also described a more complere
maedification hewas planning o make
| before he knew abour the factory’s
pledge w fix any remaining original
installations—hopefully he will see this
i nme o have the option of letang
them do it for him. | Ochers who are
oo far away w visit the factory can ask
Frank abour his planned modifications
by emailing hum at fm@escapees.com.




&= &~ & Sounding Off On “Noise Pollution” &~ & &

| crackied up laughing when I read the
“Mense Pollution™ sabement by Vicler and
Richard Buthmann [Now/Dee. 2001, As
though | necded more proof to verify the
saying, “One man's meat is another man's
paizon.™ Also, T enjoy the diversicy of the

Thicket Freserve of east Texas, This s about
balfway between Woodville and T_.J.'.rmg}il:ml
(home of Escapees RV Glub). For most of
the monch 1 essentially bad the cimperound
o rysclf The ondy sounds were the rustle of
the trees, the cawing of the crows, and my

human race ond would find ATV, which 1 was allowed
life boring f we wereall the |l to use on the hiking trails,
P There is another | Then eame Thanksgiving
I h::: a very high u:]d::l_:nngn Pgﬂm that | weekend and the

0 the noise of people baving P campground filled up

fun and working. T do draw ?lehﬁr'?' IQFI;JHF_,? I with family groups. The
the bme: 1 hove 0o olernoe ; wunds bas: air filled with the soumls
re neighbors arguing or Cﬁ-?‘ﬂf}g?'ﬂ df of the playgeound. I did
commiring viakence (and I -I!f;gbf Pﬂﬂ#ﬂﬂn. net use my ATV, not
recopriize that for them, —Mibke Seltzer beraisse | didi’s wane to
deomestic violense is fin), | Mike Se intrude with ity sound,
autes with power mnp!.{ﬁcrs b becatse there were 3o

that, deliberately force me o listen o their
msse, and meodified mufflers. Bur the sounds
f children ar play, babies erving, power rols
bemg used, doors being opened and closed,
and radies and TVs from the nexe aparomen/
RY arc all well within my range of acceptable
behavior.

1 recencdy seayed the moneh of November ar
the Alabania-Couwshorta Trbal Rescrvation’s
Lake Big Tom Bee campground in the Big

Horizon Herald
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many children on foot and bikes that T feared
for their safery. Boch versions of the

cam pround were enjovable to me. For
Vieler and Richard, 1 highly recommend rhis
campground durng the off season.

Right now I'm smmg ar a members-only
campground that woald miake Violet aml
Richard very unhappy. This is a goldminers'
campgriund, about 15 miles from the
Escapee’s North Ranch in the center of

Arizona, Almest gvery one of o hagan ATV
eor et o the club's claims ar are about {our
mitles from here on rough mals: We wse smadl
gas-powered cngines to pump water and
operate dry-washers. 1 have no problem with
the noise, We are all into the hobby of gold
prospecting and the noise means thar we are
EMOIVING Blrselves.

Thete i another polludon that neither the
Lake Big Tom Bee nor the goldmining ¢lub™
campground has: light pollution, 've beenin
texo nany camprgrounds that have strect
lighes like the big cities have. Because of the
lights, one cannot sce the stars ar mght nor
the beaury of dawn. [ prefer the campground
whers [ have tor use a F'I'.lsl'l'l'}g_h: after dark to
wll the dogys bur have the starlight and the
dawm o enjov

1 respect the Bushmann's desire tor quier
campgrenwinds. Il oy 1o stav away from
thicse Lurnl'lglnunds I howpe thar they, in turm,
respect my enjoyment of my chub's industrial
environment and that they are willing o
allow these campgrounds 1o continue o

s - Mike Seltzer

Bufitenr T mote: Shands o all wie et o coniemens)
ove thss topse. Sovry there waor't viow for them all




